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ASP Hears  

Dust  and Garbage 

Pollution  Helpers  
Pollution  ranging  from  

dust  on streets  to dump bum 

ing  and fluoride  @minion 

was discussed  by Ben Wake 

during  Flathead  County  

Chapter  of GASP session  in  

, Columbia  Falls.  

t.  Wake, director  of Montana's  

Air  Pollution  Control  Division,  

State  Board of Health,  Helena,  

was emphatic,  informing  and 

explicit.  

In  answer to a question,  

Wake reiterated  that  "Colum-

bia  Falls  is  probably  one of the  

dirtiest  towns in  the Pacific  

Northwest  and had dirtiest  air  

In  Montana."  He noted  that  

residents  and the city  could  

use dust  suppression  to help  

solve  a prime  problem,  and 

added "we should  try  to pre-

vent  dust  from becoming  air-

borne."  

Open burning  discussion  had 

comment by Wake that  "every-

one in  the country  is  having  

problems  on this  area.  We 

must  all  submit  to the same 

discipline  or this  law won't  

work.'  

Wake agreed  open burning  

ban would aggravate  the pub-

lic  dumpground situation.  He 

added  that  garbage  pits  pro-

duce ground  pollution  f o r 

awhile,  but eventually  will  be 

straightened  out.  

The air  pollution  director  

cautioned  ladies  that  "We can-

not  wait  for  all  problems  to be 

solved  at once and we must 

start  somewhere."  There was 

reference  to half  million  dol-

lars  in  public  money spent  in  

' litigation  in  Garrison.  

Technology  is  available  now 

to  clean  up the aluminum  

plant,  according  to Wake, who 

emphasized  it  is  costly  but "it  

is  available  at the present  

time."  He referred  to the Alcoa  

method  and said  material  in-

dicates  it  would be possible  

to  use in  the local  type  opera-

tion,  adding  no guarantee  that  

It  would work but that  it  would  

be an improvement.  • 

"It  may be too late  for  trees  

now, and if  it's  a dry year  and 

a lot  of insects  a lot  of trees  

won't  make it"  was answer to,  

question.  

Wake noted  that  proposed  

fluoride  emis-

Sten  ar e not  excessively  high.  

He-urgedTp-Oliiiis-  to _support  

the  proposal  and said  they  may 

do so by wrlling  to:  State  

Board  of Health,  Dr. John An-

derson,  executive  director,  

Capitol  Building,  Helena,  59601. 

Citizens  should  state  they  sup-

port  proposed  emliston  stand-
ards.  Communications  should  

reach  Helena before  the May 

21 hearing.  Lettemare,not  to 

be sent  to Belt  Wake. - 
GASP's guest  speaker  said  

he will  not recommend any 

variances  for  teepee  burners  

unless  there  is a case of pov-

erty  — adding  this  would not 

be in  Columbia  Falls.  

Tuesday's  meeting  was a 3% 

hour  discussion  session.  Mrs. 

Rubert  Muth, Creston,  is  tem-

porary  chairman.  

Next  GASP meeting  is May 

18 with  place  to be announced.  
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